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as can be seen even today, is vividly portrayed here
reclining on Adisesa, closing the eyes in yoganidra,
keeping the right hand under His head, and the other
near the hip. His feet being gently pressed by Laksmi
and Bhumi. In fact this verse describes this picture on
the Vimana of the Srirangam temple, a temple encircled
by seven courtyards. This temple is in the central region
of the Kaven delta. The poet expresses his prayerful
attitude to such a deity in this verse. As is the practice,
Parasara starts the description of the deity from the feet
to the crown.

The next sloka expresses his ardent desire tinged
with remorse as to when he would be able to see the
beautiful Face of the Lord once again. As already pointed
out Parasara composed this stotra when he was in exile
from Srirangam, residing at Tirukkottiyur consequent on
some confrontation he had with the then ruler Virasundara.
Couched in the Sardulavikndita metre this verse goes
into an enlightening and moving description of the Lord's
face which like a lotus, steals the hearts of those who
behold it. It has a brilliant pearl crown atop adorning
the head. The beautiful lower lip is bedecked by a sweet
smile and the eyes are beatific, extending as far as the
ears. In fact the first thing that attracts the attention
of the onlookers is the urdhva-pundra-tilaka mark on
the Lord's forehead drawn with kastun (musk).

The succeeding verse in the Sikharim - metre brings
out the poet's agony in a spirited expression of ardent
devotion.

"When am I going to attend upon the Lord seated
in the presence of the Lord chanting His holy names
in sheer ecstasy thus: "0 Madhumathana! Madhava!
Murara! Hari! Narayana! and Govinda!"